
BTMS & NMS Language Arts Essential Skills 
 

Grade Unit Time Period Essential Skills Standards 

Beginning of the Year Growth Measure Assessment 

8 Finding Your Path  
 
*Personal Narrative 

Aug.-Sept. ● Analyze 
characterization 

○ 8.RC.5.RL 
● Write a personal 

narrative 
○ 8.W.3.S 

● Analyze elements of 
poetry 

○ 8.RC.10.RL 

Finding Your Path Unit 
Standards 
 
 
Finding Your Path Essential 
Standards 
 
Narrative Unit Plan (BTMS)  

8 The Thrill of Horror 
 
*Literary Analysis 
Essay 

Oct.-Start of 
Nov. 

● Analyze suspense 
○ 8.RC.7.RL 

● Analyze literary 
elements 

○ 8.V.5 
○ 8.V.6 

● Determine theme 
○ 8.RC.2.RF 
○ 8.RC.10.RL 

● Write a literary analysis 
○ 8.RC.3.RF 
○ 8.W.2.S 

The Thrill of Horror Unit 
Standards 
 
 
 
The Thrill of Horror Essential 
Standards 
 
Literary Analysis Unit (BTMS) 

8 Gadgets & Glitches 
 
*Argumentative 
Essay 

End of Nov.-
Jan. 

● Analyze Plot 
○ 8.RC.1.RF 

● Read informational 
texts 

○ 8.RC.15.RI 
○ 8.RC.16.RI 

● Create an argument 
using evidence as 
support 

○ 8.W.1.S  
○ 8W.13.R 

Gadgets and Glitches 
Standards 
 
 
 
 
Gadgets and Glitches 
Essential Skills 
 
 

Middle of the Year Growth Measure Assessment 

8 The Legacy of Anne 
Frank 
 
*Persuasive Essay 

Jan.-Feb. ● Analyzing a drama 
○ 8.RC.8.RL 
○ 8.RC.10.RL 

● Character analysis 
○ 8.RC.5.RL 

The Legacy of Anne Frank 
Standards 
 
 
The Legacy of Anne Frank 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LWdeBtmz5lY-lOfhAordFqIMY_11N9d6G61NoZgHSYA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LWdeBtmz5lY-lOfhAordFqIMY_11N9d6G61NoZgHSYA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12tE_ChGDJoFTvNM-niPLB8SV4azfsKlnasnWJKz8SvE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12tE_ChGDJoFTvNM-niPLB8SV4azfsKlnasnWJKz8SvE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CwKOyixTgAfh7qSvjqT_xJ_PRDA4RJHNOXGC60ntxSo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nUZK8PqSaN_YGDzFAdsOHm9bJbZfs5dvlVkCHE0F1so/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nUZK8PqSaN_YGDzFAdsOHm9bJbZfs5dvlVkCHE0F1so/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hUjTL3MBVcb8LLB8C2K_7Lwy37DWxT7N-bZ-5UzRZzM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hUjTL3MBVcb8LLB8C2K_7Lwy37DWxT7N-bZ-5UzRZzM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NwdR_g2XBxsYA5_DO3cfAx7SuVazwZ9WmD-YXNHs_5Y/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Ej92sVSCgc-uNTMXyKWgiUrtptuMfZfnUsYjsqveDU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Ej92sVSCgc-uNTMXyKWgiUrtptuMfZfnUsYjsqveDU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CxZYQpcitS4G-4bKXKnh1UxRFi7UFCZOTORAUapOByg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CxZYQpcitS4G-4bKXKnh1UxRFi7UFCZOTORAUapOByg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LrLQaGlGI0O7F_BqfxZyUpKWwTlYIVVnHvmv22Iosak/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LrLQaGlGI0O7F_BqfxZyUpKWwTlYIVVnHvmv22Iosak/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mn8D7gJgXEMQMZL2rum_FAQ0-jZxcmxtvsBBGwH0WHI/edit


○ 8.RC.7.RL 
● Write a persuasive 

essay  
○ 8.W.1.S 
○ 8.W.4.P 
○ 8.W.5.P 

Essential Standards 
 
Essay Writing Boot Camp 
[test prep] (BTMS) 

8 Places We Call 
Home 
 
*Realistic Fiction 
Story 

March-April ● Determine character 
motivation 

○ 8.RC.5.RL 
● Determine point of view  

○ 8.RC.7.RL 
● Analyze figurative 

language  
○ 8.V.5 
○ 8.V.6 

● Compare different 
forms of media 

○ 8.RC.14.RI 
● Write a realistic fiction 

short story writing over 
an obstacle a character 
overcomes 

○ 8.W.3.S 

Places We Call Home 
 
 
 
 
Places We Call Home 
Essential Standards 
 

8 The Fight for 
Freedom 
 
*Research Project  

April-May ● Analyze an 
autobiography 

○ 8.RC.10.RL 
○ 8.RC.17.RI 

● Analyze the use of 
figurative language 

○ 8.V.5 
○ 8.V.6 

● Identify primary and 
secondary sources 

○ 8.W.14.R 
● Create a research 

presentation over the 
Abolitionist Movement 

○ 8.W13.R 

The Fight for Freedom Unit 
Standards 
 
 
The Fight for Freedom 
Essential Standards 

End of the Year Growth Measure Assessment 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mn8D7gJgXEMQMZL2rum_FAQ0-jZxcmxtvsBBGwH0WHI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13sjy1zUoXoaPOxzXtrE-mS-errV18p7DngOTbEz9MBs/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13sjy1zUoXoaPOxzXtrE-mS-errV18p7DngOTbEz9MBs/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vN8VZaVJqWe-LTHNOtrxN7whh-YVAdnrzhITx1X-8Zg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qODGwDG-yUvWmuE40ZMQemQ0jU0hX7e_X63mgEO4HtI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qODGwDG-yUvWmuE40ZMQemQ0jU0hX7e_X63mgEO4HtI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WA9dDcvrsMiPHAz704fgJ4CBDIWx0iTb42ZNngZzBCg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WA9dDcvrsMiPHAz704fgJ4CBDIWx0iTb42ZNngZzBCg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hx1PbyhmeZKLZP7LfREc8TH8Y0XSJZfq3NjGi6ZzKrQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hx1PbyhmeZKLZP7LfREc8TH8Y0XSJZfq3NjGi6ZzKrQ/edit

